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Come to downtown
" Tao the Editor:

The Tri-Cities have long held
great atlraction and apoeal to
residents and visitors alike.
Wowhera else can people find
the combination of small-town
tmerica, Midwest ideals and
work ethic, and natural amd cul-
tural resources thas maks Lhe
LH-Cities so uniguely "us In
tact, it is chal small-town
America fealing and ambiznce
enar has drawn ineusands of
pew residants to our valley,

And row, Inan ironic twist,
some of thase same small town
artractions — our independenliy
owned "ma and pa” specialty
storas and husinesses that give
the Tri-Cities its unique appeal
—arein jeopardy. & combina

tien of a continuing tough econ-
oy, increasing compelition,
high gas pricas and the effecis
of muttiple redevelopment and
infrastructure projects have put

e horkoen many of the same
businesses Lhat drew soomamy
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Mo many tirmes have we in
the Tri-Cilies keen told "Your
o is 50 charming.
Walcoming, Appealing. Friendly.
Special, run” There still is Line
to hielp ensure that our cormimu-
pilies remiain all of the above.
Take the time Lo rediscover
wihart dres you Lo oor kepl you in
datavia, Geneva or 5t Charles.

Come gxpiore your dmantown,

Iy 5L, Charles, tor exampie,
core see the progress made on
the irst Street redevelopment
oroject.

The first milestone retall and

" residgential building shouid

begin seeupaney in July. The
Blug Goose has hroken ground
for 15 new, larger store and the
new awners of Crik & WMe and
Gramp's Frozen Custard invile
you Lo “discover them again ..
far the first time."”

OF course, mary af yous
favoriles, The Wine Exchange,
Bull & Rear Tobacuo Shap and
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Carnival Sriacks sUll are there.
And i ather areas of the down-
towen, come explore New sioras
such as Fliza lane. Luxurious
Suicls, Lucky Dog, Hunter's
Restaurant, Hga, Bicycle
Heaven and Dawn's Ceié and
Ine Cream Creations.

We all know the challenges
presented by & construction
Fone, but woulda't you rather
confront those on a short-term
pasis than lace empty store-
Fronts downdawn?

Az my late fataer-in-law Owen
Kane Il said when he consali-
daterl his auto dealerships in
Surnra tooone in Baulder Hill,
“Orive a little, save a lot” His
philaseohy lolds Lrue today
throughwoul the Tri-Cities.

You will e halping to save
yoUr COMMUNIty’s unique and
anpealing downiown - the vory
allraction that nelped nonvinae
you To invest in Batavia, Deneva
or 5t. Charles.
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